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No crossing: Tri-Rail line into downtown may be on hold
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No cros smg Tri-Rail line into downtown may be on hold

By CATHERINE LACKNER

Those who would benefit
from direct Tri-Rail service into
downtown Miami will have to
wait a little lougcr, unless adeal
can be struck with Florida East
Coast Railway (FEC), which
owns tracks that connect the

downtowns of West Palm
Beach, Boca Raton, Fort Lau-

derdale, Hollywood and Miami.

Now, Tri-Rail commuter
trains run daily from Miami to
West Palm Beach on tracks
owned by CSX, which means
riders must disembark at North-
west 79th Street in Miami-Dade
and board Metrorail to get down-
town.

A move afoot wou]d switch
Tri-Rail to FEC tracks a few
blocks away for a straight shot
into downtown Miami, to which
the commuter line would be
amenable, said Bonnie Arnold,
Tri-Rail spokeswoman.

But the issue is complicated,
directorsof Miami's Downtown
Development Authority Tearned
this month.

“It's an enormous project
to promole passenger rail,”

said Javier Betancourt, author-
ity manager of urban trans-
portation and planning. While
the authority’s master plan
identifies better tri-county rail
service and connectivity as a
long-term priority, he said
“this would be an interim so-
lution,”

“It’s extremely important to
have this train system.” said
realty developer Alan Qjeda,

Tri-Rail commuter trains currently run daily from Miamito WestPalm
Beach, but passengers must transfer to Metrorail to get downtown.

Phete by Maxine Usdan

an authority director. “The
Burle Marx project [for pav-
ing Biscayne Boulevard side-
‘walks, with uniform artistry]
took 20 years. How can we
speed this up? This needs to
. happen.”

“There’s very little i interest in
passenger rail” on F EC’s part,
said Marc Samoff, Miami City
commissioner and authority
chairman.
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“Their priority is cargo,”
agreed Bruno Barreiro, Miami-
Dade commissioner and an au-
thority director. “There’s also a
huge lnablllty issue. It's going to
come down to the state acquir-
ing that right-of-way. It’s ideal;
it hits every downtown from
Palm Beach to Miami.”

“] believe FEC is looking for
the state to pay a fremendous
amount to acquire that right-of-
way,” said attorney and author-
ity director Neisen Kasdin, wha
first broached the Tri- Rail issue
in October, “but that’s not hap-

_pening. The state doesn’t have

the money. This is going to
have to be done in chunks, from
the bottom up, not from the top
down.”

Mr. Barreiro suggested busi-
ness interests in all three down-
towns “get together to encour-
age development along the

‘tracks; maybe that will get FEC

to the table.”
But Mr. Samnoff was skepti-
cal. “These guys are God,” he

‘said. “In fact, God reports to

them.” A
Jacksonville-based FEC,

founded by Henry Flagler in

lop

This is going lo
fflave to be c:’(me m ,
cﬁunfzs, f;-om tfze |
bottom up, not fmm‘ the
down.'

 Neisen Kinst!in

1895, operates 351 miles of
track along Florida’s east
coast, over which mowve
freight including automobiles,
lumber, farm products, food,
a:machinery, pulp and paper,
building materials and petro-
lenm products, according to
the company’s Web site,
RailAmerica, also based in
Jacksonville, acqulredFEC in
March 2008, Principals of
both companies are John E.
Giles and David Rohal of Jack- |
sonville, according to state |
business records. RailAmerica |
is privately held by funds
managed by the Fortress In-
vestment Group of New York |
City. 5|
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