Intermodal center proceeds, rental car center ahead of plan

By Risa PoLansky

After more than
planning, allelements ofthe $1.7
billion Miami Intermodal Center
project adjacent to Miami [nter-
national Airportare rolling right
along, its project manager says.

The project has four major
components: a consolidated
car rental a people
mover connection to the air-
port, a ground transportation
hub and roadway im-
provements.

“All the elements arc close
o being implemented. We've
constructed a number of items
like the roadway and the rental
car center.... overall this pro-
eram that was envisioned back
in 1993 has taken .16
years, but we're close to the
end. We're almostat the point
wherc it’s been fully imple-
mented,” said Gary Donn, Mi-
ami Intermedal Center project
manager and director of trans-
portation support for the
Florida Department of Trans-
portation.

Roadway improvements are
complete. The rental car cen-
ter is ahead of schedule. The
people mover is under con-
struction. And construction
on the Metrorail component
ol the ground transportation
hub 1s to l\n.'"in May 1.

['he aim of the project, Mr.
Donn said: “to provide connec-
tivity between different modes
of transportation and also de-
congest the airport darea.”

Construction of the rental car
center rapidly rising along
LeJeune Road is running slightly
under
schedule,
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Work on all four components of the $1.7 billion Mnamr lntermodai
Center project adjacent to MiamiInternational Airport are underway.

two years after construction
began.

Fromthere, 16 rental car com-
panies are to begin building out
space in what's “been described
as “a virtual rental car shopping
mall.”

The 8325 million consolidated
rental car center is expected to
be operational abouta year from
now, Mr. Donn said.

All rental car companies op-
crating inside the airport, and
many scattered around the sur-
rounding area, are to move into
the four-story hub, which 1s to
hold up to 6,500 cars.

Travelers will “have the con-
venience of being able to rent
the car and leave and bring it
back to one particular location
instead of having to scarch the
area,” Mr. Donn said,

And the center is to connect
travelers with the airport via a
people mover, also under con-
struction.

Miami-Dade Aviation broke
ground on the MIA Mover last
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funding gap in the approximate
£342 million project.

The mover is to open by Sep-
tember of 2011, Mr. Donn said.

OnMay |, Miami-Dade Tran-
sit is to break ground on its 2.4-
mile Metrorail extension de-
signed to link the existing
Earlington Heights Station to the
intermodal center

The $526 million project is
expected Lo begin operating in
2012,

I'he ground transportation hub
clement ol the imtermodal cen-
ter, dubbed “Miami Central Sta-
tion,” is to include also stations
for Tri-Rail, Amtrak, Grey-
hound, county buses, taxis, and
courtesy buses and shuttles that
serve the airport.

[t’s to be built around the
existing Tri-Rail tracks at Air-
port Station on a 27-acre site
cast of the rental car center.

Construction on the $85 mil-
lion central station is to begin
around summer 2010 and take
about two years, Mr. Donn said.
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for the station.
Once the carcompanies move
into the new rental car center,

2 demolition and construction on
! the ground transport hub can

begin, he said.

Last month, Vice President

Joe Biden and US Secretary of

Transportation Ray LaHood vis-
ited the Miami Intermodal Cen-

§ ter site and announced a $2.1
| million allocation from the led-
s eral stimulus package to the

Greyhound bus terminal set to
be built at central stati

The money “filled a funding
gap,” Mr. Donn said. "It's a
small amount. but we
have had to pursue other grants
or ¢ven looked toward Grey-
hound to fund it, so it’s a good
thing to get.”

One elementof'the intermodal
product that’s finished: S150
million in improvements to
Leleune Road, completed in
May.

“Inthe past. people have tried
to avoid Leleune Road because
of congestion of traffic to the

ion.

would

airport, drainage problems,” Mr.
Donn said.
To address the issues. the

department of transportation
realigned LeJeune, and the road-
way now links State Road 836,
the intermodal center and the
airport.

Now, “traffic that wasn’t
destined for the airpert doesn’t
getmingled in™ withairport traf-
fic, Mr. Donn said.

The improvements serve both
travelers and area businesses,
he said.

“Businesses
are benefiting
not as much congestion on the
road, the drainage on the sys-
tem is improved, it's going to
be landscaped.”

And more business
in the area.

Also on the books is develop-
ing eight acres of nearby prop-
erty, Mr. Denn said.

“We envision to have office
space and hotels.”
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Details: fiip.://
www micdot. com.




