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Airportrental carcenternearly done

Ev EEa POLAMSEY

The massive rental car hub
unider construction nextto M-
ami International Airport 15 to
openamonth fromnow, mark-
ing a major milestone 1n the
signature 3§17 hillion
intermodal center project that
proponents say will help trans-
form transit here

The full intermodal center,
complete with an airport
IMetrorail link and multi-modal
Central Station transit hub, 1s
to he complete by 2013

Eental car center doors are
to open July 13, with the 3.4
million-sguare-foot hub set to
receive its temporary certifi-
cate of occupancy June 20,
according to a report given to
IMiami-Dade commissionersat
acommittee meetinglast week,

The project ig 99,99 com-
plete, the Florida Department

of Transportation’ s Gary Donn
told the lawmakers.

Total “brick and mortar™
amount spent on the rental car
center: $305. 2 million, accord-
ingtothe report to the county.

Most car companies con-
tinue to huild out their spaces
in the hub, the report zays.
Ahout 38% of the 16 compa-
nies have construction under-
way.

&g far as the rest of the
intermodal centerproject, cot-
struction on the $42 million
MIA Mover connecting the
rental car center to the airport
1ztowrap up in Movember, the
report sayvs.

And plane are complete, My,
Cionn said, for the Central Sta-
tion transit hub that’s to offer
access to Tri-REal, Metrorail,
Amtrakrail and public and pri-
vate bus and shuttle services,

The state department 13 ne-
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gotiating with contractor
Turner Construction with
hopes nf cementing a contract
by December or eatly next
year

From there, he said, “we're
looking at a two-year con-
struction”™ at the 27-acre site
near the atrport.

Meanwhile, also mowving
along 15 the newly dubbed
AirportLink Metrorailline con-
necting the intermodal center
to the county rail system atthe
extsting Earlington Heights sta-
f1 ot

Miami-Dade Transitis plan-
ning aspnng 2012 opening.

That means, Mr. Donn said,
that Miami will have its com-
pleted intermodal center by
late 2012 or eatly 2013

Bv the time Central Station
15 done, he said, “all the com-
ponents wouldhave beencom-
pleted ”
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