Boca Raton News

52nd Year/lssue 220

By John Johnston

MANAGING EDITOR _
With the price of fuel, and the

need for efficiencies in peneral,

the word “intermodal” is rapidly

becoming a household term.  In-

fermodal generically transtates as

4 mixing of methods — and in the:

case of transpoctation - a mixing of
transportation methods through use
of a central hub, such as Boca Ra-
-tont City Council is working toward
at the city's planned Intermodal
Transit Facility off Yamato Road,
and near 1-95.
. Thé city's facility would coordi-
nate bus, train, car and bicycle use
“In and around the facility to reduce
traffic congestion, save fuel, and
theoretically create a transit hub to
serve workforce housing occupants
west of the city. s
Beca Raton is not alone in its in-
terudal labors. Palm Beach Coun-
ty comunissioners recenily accepted
a guaranteed maximum price of
$3.2 millien from Calalfumo Con-
struction, Lid for an Intermodal
Transit Facility in dowatown West
Paln Beach,
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The Facility there will see construc:
tion of a new bus loop with 18 bus
parking spaces, a public resiroom,
vending services, and a passenger
vehicle drop off Jane adjacent to the
existing Seaboard Train Station in
downtown West Palin Beach.

The fucility will be operated and
maintaned by Palm Tran, “and
will enhance the public ground
transportation network by bringing
topether the comuuter vl and bus
systems in a4 manner which facili-
tates lransfer between the different
modes of public transportation,”
sald commissioners. &0

Funding will come from a state
grant, and no county or city funds
are required, commissioness said.

MIC Center

A little Further south, wid localed
next to the Miami International Air-
pori, e Miami Intermodal Center
(MIC) is 2 major ground transpor-
tation hub being developed by the
Florida Department of Transporta-
tlon (FDOT).

To he completed by 2012 the MIC
progrint consists of @ rental var cen-
ter, the Miami Central Station, ma-
jor roadway finprovenients, the MIA
Mover, said FDOT.

The MIEC Center will provide cone
nectivity for residents and visitoes of
Miami-Dade County and the South
Florida region, where none cur-
rently exists — and also between (he
fransportation systems in the Palm
feaches, Fort Lauderdale, Mium,
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and the Floridi Kevs, "as well s de-
congest he streets o and aronmd iy
busy sirport,” FDOT siid.

Freight Move

FDOT also hus a stawewide inte-
modal mindsel,

In response to federal il state
legislative initiatives, and the grow-
ing importance of freight trans
portation In the state’s cconunic
prowtly, the FDOT Systens Plansny
Office Is spearheading a nyujr eliont
to develon on Inteemodal Staesule
Highway Freight Model tor the state,

FDOT says “the Interinodal State
wide Highway Freight Mudel is in-
tended to serve as i planning ol for
the identification and measurement
of truek aetivity within the state
support of providing adequate high-
way connection to other mades wid
regivnal freight hubs,”

And perhuaps to put the need fur
intermadality into perspective, 1
Junuary 2008 — and in that month
alone - the TS Bureau of Trans-
portation Statistics says Americans:
drove a total of 226 hillion miles.
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